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Programme Director,  

Honourable Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional 

Affairs Nkosana Dlamini – Zuma 

Jorgen Kohl, Chairperson, Minister of Human Settlements, Water 

and Sanitation Advisory Council 

Representatives of the Netherland Embassy  

Leadership of the Water Research Commission led by the CEO 

Dhesigen Naidoo 

Water Sector Colleagues 

Distinguish Guests  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Greetings to you all  

Introduction  

Ladies and Gentlemen it is an honour to virtually stand before you on 

behalf of organised local government to launch this exciting initiative. 

Today is a special day for SALGA, member municipalities, the Water 

Research Commission and the Country at large. We are gathered here to 

launch a Municipal Integrated Water and Sanitation Technology and 

Innovation in the water sector which seeks to revolutionarise the 

envisioned delivery of water and sanitation for current and future 

generation. 

As we launch this initiative, it is worth noting that since the lockdown we 

all had to adjust to an unprecedented terrain. Ladies and Gentlemen 

Covid19 has compelled us to adopt extraordinary techniques of 

conducting business. Importantly the pandemic has brought the 3 spheres 

of Government much closer in addressing the padenmic. 

We all know that our health practitioners has been hard at work in 

responding to Covid19. Equally so, Municipalities working in collaboration 

with Department of Water and Sanitation and Rand Water under the able 

leadership of the Minister of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation 

have been hard at work providing water services.  
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In this regard we wish to acknowledge the hardwork of our frontline staff 

in all sectors in a quest to curb the spread of Covid19.  

I further wish to acknowledge WRC’s ground breaking National 

Wastewater Surveillance and Monitoring Programme on Monitoring 

Covid-19 Spread in Communities. We support this important initiative.   

The Platforms 

Ladies and Gentlemen it is worth noting that this journey started 3 years 

ago with the signing of an Memorandum Understanding with the  

Netherlands Embassy. At that stage SALGA’s Technology and Innovation 

agenda was at its infancy and the Dutch Government through the Centre 

of Expertise gladly partnered with us in advancing our aspirations of 

creating these platforms. We are grateful for the support from the 

Netherlands Embassy. 

Programme Director through these platforms were re-imaging the delivery 

of water and sanitation to our communities. We are creating a different 

paradigm shift in our approach to water management. We acknowledge 

that the World is moving into a fourth industrial revolution  and such 

requires all of us to adapt or becomes irrelevant hence these platforms 

anchored by Science, Research, Technology and People together under 

one roof.  

As it was indicated in the presentation, research undertaken by the Water 

Research Commission in collaboration with SALGA paints a worrying 

picture in relation to application of appropriate technology at municipal 

level. The findings of the report indicates that there is no shortage of 

technological solutions. However there are major challenges in the 

application of such in municipalities. To this end relevance and cost 

effectiveness of our technology choices are a key feature and integral part 

of this initiative we are launching today.  

Further that it seeks to safeguard the interests of the water sector and 

municipalities through creating an enabling environment for municipalities 

to seek technical guidance before employing technological solutions, 

secondly to select proven and vetted technology by water sector experts.  
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Partnership   

I wish to indicate that as we launch this initiative. The partnership between 

SALGA and the Water Research Commission is growing from to strength 

to strength. We are currently exploring the following initiatives: 

1. At a strategic level, we are exploring securing a local government 
seat at the WRC Board – Such in our own opinion such is crucial in  
influencing and enriching the strategic role of the WRC on local 
government matters,  
 

2. Establishing a mechanism to shape and propel research and 
developments aspiration of the WRC with local government 
influence research related items,  
 

3. Resuscitation of the Municipal Water Services Benchmarking 
Initiative  
 

4. Enhance the functioning of the National Municipal Scientific 
Services Forum  
 

As I move towards my concluding remarks, I need to emphasise the 

importance of collaboration and partnership respectively. Without 

collaboration this initiatives would not have materialised. Secondly the 

implementation and sustainability of this initiative will largely depend on 

a working partnership between private and public sector sectors 

respectively.  

Further wish to indicate that focus on skills development in the 

implementation of technology and innovation is going to be critical. I’m 

pleased that one of the platforms, the Water Engineer Inspire 

Programme is dedicated at ensuring pooling of relevant skills 

programmes under one roof. It is comforting note such efforts. 

Our desire going forward is ensure the water sector and municipalities 

embrace this initiative. Crucially, to safeguard its sustainability.  

On behalf of SALGA the WRC and I wish express my sincere thanks for 

being here with us this afternoon.  

Let’s us continue this partnership in the interests of inspiring service 

delivery.  

I thank you 


