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Systems’ 

 

Dear President of UNEA4, 

Dear Ministers,  

Dear Under-Secretary General,  

Dear Assistant Secretary General,  

Dear Mayors and Governors from around the world, 

Dear members and partners of the Global Taskforce, and 

Dear colleagues and friends: 

All protocol observed:  

As the Global Network of Cities (UCLG), allow me to begin by expressing the UCLG’s 

sincere condolences to the families and friends of all the victims of the crash of the 

flight ET 302. Our hearts are heavy with the loss of our dear colleagues who were en-

route, to attend, this fourth UN Environmental Assembly (UNEA-4).  

We take this opportunity to honour our colleague’s legacy in the best spirit possible, by 

introducing, for the first time the Cities and Regions Summit as the formal input of our 

constituency to UNEA.  

This Cities and Regions Summit is a true testament of the importance of local and 

regional governments in the achievement of the ecological transition agenda and in 

making certain it becomes our tangible reality.  

Standing here today exemplifies the importance of our role as local and regional 

governments in the international system.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

This Summit is an opportunity to continue to hold multi-level dialogues on the 

innovative solutions needed to address the future of our communities and to achieve, 

among all stakeholders, truly liveable, inclusive and sustainable communities. 

This Cities and Regions Summit is our first joint step towards, we hope, greater 

engagement and greater emphasis of local and regional authorities in the global 

environment’s policy discussions.  

My message for your today will be concise and three-fold:  

The first one, is that you can count on us as a central constituency of the local and 

regional governments.  



2 
 

You can count on our political leadership. You can count on the diversity and wealth of 

our networks gathered under the umbrella of the Global Taskforce. You can count on 

the willingness of our local and regional leaders to put forward their solutions to solve 

the planet’s major ecological challenges.  

My second message is that localisation of global agendas is an indispensable part of 

the answer to the world’s challenges. Localisation, of course, means ownership of the 

global goals from the bottom-up, and not simply the parachuting of the global goals into 

local contexts.  

The technical barriers to achieving sustainable development at local level must be 

identified and tackled. In other words, localisation is, clearly, a political issue, and only 

through the political will of all stakeholders will we be able to implement the agendas in 

cities and territories so that we leave no one and no place behind.  

Localising calls for us to ensure that the global agendas are understood as one. We 

cannot be mere witnesses. We, cities, need to take the lead towards an ecological 

transition, one that goes beyond climate mitigation and towards a true transformation of 

our consumption and production habits. 

Friends and colleagues,  

The Paris Agreement needs to permeate every point of how we plan our cities and 

territories, and we have already managed to push towards a clearer recognition of our 

role in the accomplishment of this agreement.  

For the global agreements to become a reality, we will need to improve multilevel 

governance and urban financial readiness.  

This Summit in Kenya is our opportunity to support cities to successfully achieve 

national objectives, in the respect of the principle of subsidiarity. To do so, the 

contribution of local policies to the national goals needs to be supported with adequate 

competences and resources; their implementation needs to be monitored, and their 

impact, quantified.  

In this sense, it is important that local governments are included in nation-to-nation 

dialogues and it will be crucial to facilitate a more direct access to funding streams from 

national budgets and typically national-level funders.  

Finally, a strategic approach to the integration of local governments in the operations of 

international funding mechanisms, such as the Green Climate Fund, should be 

considered and addressed through adapted allocation criteria to financing from 

multilateral and bilateral development banks. 

My third, and final, message is that we cannot wait further. The young generation is 

watching us. Time is running fast. We need bold leadership, we need citizen 

participation, and we need inclusive governance and enabling institutional frameworks 

to foster true ownership of the global agendas.  

I am glad to see that these issues have been included in todays’ programme and I trust 

bold recommendations will be included in our Outcome Document.  
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Local governments do not, of course, have the solution to all problems. 

I am certain, however, and this Cities and Regions Summit is a testament that, we are 

part of the solution, and that if we work in collaboration we will be able to fulfil our role 

as guardians of the global development agendas. 

Dear Executive Director, Dear Assistant Secretary-General,  

We stand with you united as an organised constituency, to support you on the 

necessary transformation of our governance systems and of our consumption and 

production patterns, and to further adapt the multilateral system so that it can build on 

the potential of all stakeholders at local, regional, national and global level.  

Business as usual is not an option. For this transformation to take place we, local and 

regional governments, need to be fully on board.  

We need to play the catalyst role that we are best placed to play. We need to ensure 

that our experiences and local knowledge reach the decision-making tables. We need 

to ensure that the creativity of our communities is also seen as part of the solution. 

Our united constituency is ready to act, ready to face the future, and ready to become 

the partner for transformation that the World needs to leave no one and no place 

behind.  

Once again, our thoughts and prayers are extended to the families and friends we lost 

on Sunday.  

I thank you.  


