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Dear members and colleagues of UCLG,  

Dear Mayors, Presidents and Secretaries General of Committees,  

Dear colleagues and friends, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Thank you all for being here today, at our Retreat and Campus.  

This Retreat has become a tradition, and a gathering that allows us to look at our 

joint work from a hands-on perspective, to explore how to transform our 

expectations into concrete action.  

This is why, today, I would like to commend, on behalf of the rest of the 

Presidency, the work from all over the Network towards enhancing our presence 

in the international sphere and our collaborations with each other. 

I am particularly pleased about the enhancement of our political debate with the 

policy Councils.  

Allow me to take a moment to commend the Chairs as well as the Councillors of 

the Policy Councils who have brought forward initiatives and ideas that are 

already becoming part of our political priorities. 

I further believe that these initiatives, brought forward within the Policy Councils 

can crystallize into positive huge waves of action, such as the ones we have seen 

on Migration, Housing and Local Finance which can truly transform and enhance 

our world organisation and have achieved truly remarkable milestones.  

I would also like to acknowledge the effort of the Working Groups, Committees 

and Fora, who contribute to make our messages heard throughout the whole 

world and complement the work being done by our Regional Sections, our 

Members and our Leadership. 

Colleagues, the more I talk to our membership, the more I see that achieving the 

global goals is in our hands. Our struggle towards our rightful seat at the global 

table can only be accomplished through our joint work, our joint commitment, and 

our joint strategy. 
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I can safely say that working together on issues that matter to us all yields results 

and has already showcased our strength as a Network.  

The worldwide family of local and regional governments and the entire 

international community is watching us - and waiting for us to succeed. We owe 

it to our communities to live up to their expectations, and we need to work together 

to bring about the change we want to see in our cities, in our territories, and in 

our communities.  

I thank you.  


